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ME preakthrough g
‘peace, Led by s %

negotlations such as the union ‘had been demanding

all grape growers as’ the main goal of ibs st-rike and boyco’ct.

ABOUT A month agé,:._ we were talking about a big bre‘akthrough_ in

ealiforniats four year old v-i-neya'rd strike and boyeott eso Agroamant .
by ten ma;]or table grape grewers to negotia’se a mion contract with
the united farm mrkers organizing cemmitb 88 - and with the help of

“the nixon adm:lnistration at that,

HOPES were high, Bubt in less than a month they have been dashod: |
The negotiations have been stalemated, with 11’Gble hope «~ for now, |

anyway «- thab they will e be resumed.

’THE grape b@ycobt eontinues as ever, With bold and often false werda

of propagands, spow:lng out at a. rap:!.d mﬁa from par‘bisans on both .

gldes, And. thera's no mora conerete evidenee now than the::-e was
befare the false 'breakthrough 'bha‘b 1aber managanent rela'bions on' the
farm will anter the twtie'bh eentury, ] '

S0 what happened? And 'whait;fffs_ 1ikely'ho happenf} nouw? -

eame on Juno 13.'

table grape growers from the coachalla valley in rinrside eomty
and_from the arvin gg ﬁ,e  kern eounty to the north sued for
' ewar hamed 1-1ena1 steinberg, they asked

the federal mediatio_nrand'_c‘onciliatién service to arrange contract

.negotié.tions babwae‘n them and the farm woz?k'ers Organé.zlng committ 6o e,
g R p 2 .

o from




m:rs waé an extremely ﬂnporkant mpve, Stéinbérg, a member of the
stee Woard of agricultura, is one of the statets moat prominant
growers, And he and the other nine growers -predu;ee, .between ‘»:;hem, -
ta to fifteen pereent of the statels grepes overall, and about

one~third of those shipped from'the‘eeachella and arvin reglons, |

THE growers finally admitted that the grape boycobt was hurting them
badly, and 1t was heped that other growers, sinilarly hurt but
unwilling to admlt 1%, would selze on the move of '.;hai.r fellow
growers as a way oub, They i‘inal;l.y had a-.leader they could folloui
gracefully, And there were inéi.eations, that this might happ an,

QUIET raumblings Were heard among =& s 4 other ealiﬁornia
@owemsa and a.'Specially emong those in arizona who, l:lko those from
the reglons Wherq the ten who agreed te negotiate are 1oeated, face

more savere boycoﬁt eff ects them growers frem obher reglons,

it other e grovers aeimal";ly

ﬁ‘&@ ONE of the most Prominent of" ’shese oo

| 314 join in =~ a man named bruno dispoto. This WGS extremely

L signiricant, t00, For di speto is from dalane

7er Ty heart  of the four year elé grape bat’ole. For years, he was & key
target of the farm union orga.nirers, -and he was one of the most

Er'bi@ula'b o ‘i\ i s o b "i.uv~ T e e

sRawks and oubspoken of the

unionts grower opponetn’cs, ‘Dispoto, whoﬂ 'joingsg the negotiations
after they were under way, thus wes & i *From the ma jor

. Bl SHIE o
grape grewing and grape strike ares to agree te the xmion
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BUT dispota(s move dif'b emount te much. For that very da-y o
"auly third, it was e~ :f.‘ederal mediators recessed the talks that had
been going on in los sngeles between the growers and the union for

[y

more t_han three w_eeks. And they haven't been resumed sinee,
AND why did the talks break down? Pregsures from other growers |
who, unlike dispoto, d1d not went o négotia‘be with the union had a
lot to do with 1ty - s

‘ On@ the verfy day that dispoto agreed
to negotiate, for inabance, a growers commitbee filed e sevmty-fibe__ .
mill:ban dollax damage sult agalnst the farm, workers _erganizing |

comnittee in Presno,

THE sulb asked the federal courts to cutlaw the grape boycott =~ on
' ‘grounds that it is an mreasenable restraint ef trade in violation

of the she:man an'l:i trust act.

IT*S doubtful that 'the sult will get anwhe&'a; And if ii; does, I
. think We better start. werrymng abou'l; t'.hat constitution of. ours,
But there's always a chance, and ‘the massage from the ethar growers
t0 those who were negotiating was clsa.r- hofid off, you wontly have

to sign a 'union contract after a]J.. wern ge‘a the boyeath emtlawed. o

THE filing of the anti boyoobtt suit was _':Ly.pn'e reason for the
o But 1t diq
come at just the -rig’hﬁ moment;; _' On that day, the negétié;t

very near a breakoff and the fod eral mediaters were trying hard to

" breakoff of the union gro'w'ar negétiatﬁon*

g6t them moving together againe Then eamé word of the sult, end

4% wmas alljover;_




.ON'E pasitive thing was 'aocomplished by th’e sult, however, ‘For 'm
filing it, the growers had o admlt tlnt: they indeed had been
dema'ged by the boycott wh&h, until then, they had insisted wasn't
hurting them, They pubt the demages at twenty-five milllon do:l_'l.ars, |
asking that the court award tham triple damages. '

SOME of tha othar keay grower pressuras eame from washingbon where

Alsamlears senabor george mirphy of ealiforniaj kept"
This 1s simply a

pushlng for his so cslled consumer rights bill.

Awdy  THE B ady
. bill tha‘b weulﬁ 'l;e.ke thepdammmauyionds

-

IN the meantime, whitaker and baxter, thel\Az'ight wing pulﬁlie relations
firm hired by the growers, was bending eveary effort toward inflemmg
public opinion against the rarm union negetiationa.

. ) .
’leILE all this was going omn, the negotﬁ.abox‘s were arguing heatedl'y

., making 1life
with each othery

Er:almngs‘m'.nur 1 rA:wvﬂnﬂmnww 'FB'&&&!\'T mpessible fQI‘ o
the federal mediators Who were sinoarely trying to finally set:tle
at 1east part of the grape sbrike and boyaotb and hopefully paue

the way rer broader settlement;s.




THE growers were mew at this business of nogotiating, And they
clearly wanbed to grant the t:inion as little as pessibleg‘; The
~wnilonts min demend was for"recoibio; afte’r ail", aﬁd i;hé‘y had
reoegﬁized the unlon, So the contract that wemt elong wlth that
' reecs@itieﬁ didn't have to include very much’

BUT the union negotiators werentt having any of this, They wented
at least what the wine grape growers had grented them in the earlien
. contracts the vnion had negotiated after recognition -- the first’

end, so far, the only contracts won by the organizing comiittee, -

'THERE seems to be no point 4in going into 81l the details here. The

v'union and grewer nagotimrs were s’kymied on. every major cont racﬁ

v ."‘(f"_grpbee’ciong frem pesbicides%
= ZTM UALL E1e M‘M %’ﬁr ﬁ‘?‘“ '4__;«5%‘ &% '

on it A contraet wit;h the Bleven growers =

the origihal tenplus bruna dispoto " would set a pattern, of cours e,
Otheér growers, should they :E'ollow the lead, hardly wbuld settle for _ |
granting the un_:l_eﬁ any more than the eleven -grewebs.; And c-onsidar‘

the 'prdblams that a'sottlemant with th-e eleven }'g’irewers’ mould create
for the boycott, A grepe is a grape, after all, aml it would be a
1ittle hard bo stam@ a union labdl on a grape 50 ﬂ}%@ that 1t was |

grom by oﬂe of the grwers under eontract ‘&ndthus fiﬁ"’ for

farm union supporters,




suppose sympathetic store owners could have afivertised
that they ware selling union grapes, . But the confusion nevertheless

‘would bave been enormous,

@00, the union appeared to be strimging__ouﬁ the negotiations in
hopés of drawing more grow ors like .Dis_peto-inbo the talks and getting
the broadly based con'bréet that it really Want'_ed.' |

'SO thé net resulk #as e stalemate, Federal mediators, putting the
blama about avenly on both sides, had to xzgrk recess the negotiabtions
for an indeterminate period. The way 1t looked at that point, |

the two sides could have sat in the same room fbr months and both 5‘?/4&
refused tc back dowm, So the Light moved back to the supermavke'bs,

the éourté ‘and the; congres_s. And there 1% is raging fall force

today.s | e -

- STBINBERG, app "kurting nore. than the other growers in m@

'tried to settle on his ount, end exren.

the negotiations, _
governcr pay brown to represent hinm, But that did- no@good, The
organizing coammittee doesnit appear Yo be much interested in signing

with. a s8lngle grower, .espaéialljr one who 1s not offering them

ﬁery mich in the way of éontraet




STEINBERG*S follow growers askeé prasident nixon to step in and
appolnt a fac't; finding conmibbee == ONne union representative, a'
grower and one neutral ~- o hear the clains and demands of both |
sides and recomend a settlement. But nixon so far hasn't even
reslaonded, and the organizing commitbee ani most grewars’ara
content for now te continue their fight elsewhere than in

econclliation,

THE erganizlng eommittee feels 11; has the groaers on the rn at

e 1ast, with the boycott beceming more effeotiva every day. Ileanwhile,

1% has increased 1lts boycott pressures, especially those m

- aimed at ptting safeway steres, the wes, ,»‘largest seller of grapes,

to take the fruit off its shelves._

HE growers contlnue pressing for some 1ega1 remedy -— new
lagislatien that would smp the m*ganizing cormittee of its
" power ory at the outside; a cour-t ruling that would do the sams

thing,

'MEANWHILE, -t;h@ growers have lined up the most powerful of all:!.es -
the twge department of defense. The departmenté is turns ou‘b, _
has almost doubled its grape purehases since m@, whm the -

mpe boycott began,

AND that, believe me, is an awml lot og grap 08 -- enough to provide '
tremendous he:l.p for grewers W'nese sales have been shar'ply cut by “the
boyeott, | |
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' beycott sta

 \CCORDING to the defense department's own testimony to a senate

subcommittee this month, it béught “eleven million pounds of grapes

: during the fiseal vear that ended this june, But in the previous

fiseal year, before the boycott began, the dep'artmentbcught about _

seyen million pounds of grapes.

BREPECIALLY revealing are the flgures on grapes purchased i‘or: |
shipment to vietnam, In the prem~boycott 1967-68 fissal year, the

' department bought 550 thousand pounds of grapes for deﬂ.iversr to

"But during the -_ # fiscal yesr, after the

south vietnems

_d, the department bough's 21/2 million pounds of

grap es for vietnam,

THAT!S an increase of 350 per emt, !;tﬁggy;‘ham’s enough grapes %o
supply avery amwiaan in viebnam withﬁeignt pounds eache Ifm'at dq
you suppose they do wi-th those grapes? Have you ever tried eating
elght pound.s of grapes, even over a périod of a year; ald even

before the good guys stopped eating the damm things?

- THE organlzing committee and some of its eohg‘reSsional supporbers |

are convineed, and I can?t mach blame them, that the defense

deparismen'b is try:.ng to help out tho POOY Erowers,

DOLORES H‘B’E’RTA of the erganzing committee told the congressional

subcom:.ttee that it m e 'h;.’{ng shert of a national oul:rage AP

an all out effert by the mifdi

brask our boycobt,




OTHER c‘ommi:ttee spokesmen éonﬁend;thé.ﬁ.ﬁae defenss department not
only hs buying far more grapes th‘an i% really néeds_, but also. is
careful to buy them rfom ﬁhe growers who "a’ré Seﬂ.mg hart .tba'mesﬁ
at that time by the boycott, As we hurt the'@ew-er, seys one union

| & torney, the @ewer cries and they help him mzt,,

DEPENSE DEPARTMENT spokesmen have a cur:teus respense to these
eharges._ Yeos, they say, we are buying more grapes aee but

nevertheless we're neutral in the unionagmwer fight, And whj

neutral? Beeause, s‘f". . their purchases of grapes e'bvi.ously
do provs.de the grewars with tremendeus help that they could get

nowhere else, they arse not bought for that- raason, 'mey are
L

bought

" claims the decfense deparbment, for reasons helpful
to the military, '

THE Gr.ap-es are cheap, that ':l.s, in p'l'entiful Supply, more eas:ll;y‘ |
- shipped than some less avialble and mors '_-expensiw substitutes

§?
-an% as the growa's aay in response to

"is helping them, thab quete we and’ thi

rges that the department
; 80 help me, is a quote
from a grower, w= thab, quet@, amer:l.aan fighting men in vietnam,

like americens eve rywhem s went grapes on th_e_ir table,

defense department‘s stranga coneapt of neutrali’ay

drev angry reSponses from at 1east fwo members of the senate

subcommittes




SUBGOMMITPEE ehairman walter mondale of minnesoﬁa deelared tha'o,a%
best, the de:fense departmmti‘s suppos od neﬁtraliiry 1s highly -
thaoretical, because the practieal effeat is tha’s the departmenb's

policy favors the growers, “ E L

ALAN éms’m of eallii‘em:ta went furfheri;: He '-:Lzme'ciia'tely wrote ‘
defense secrebary laird demanding that ‘.:he defense dapartmeoat show !
real neutrality by cutting back its g;rape purchases to 'l:he | '
pre beyeott 1evel.'" : G:eanston ci ted presidmt- nixonts reeant éxecutivé
order tellg mg federal eamployees bhat, quete, we cannot tolsrate
favoritism, or even conduct that gives the am earance of ‘

. 'i‘averitian.

'cmsm-ou aso olted a moen‘b oré!a i ssuo aird himself. It

eailei ‘mﬁdefense deparment oRpRTes

conseiousneas in evaluai:ﬂ.ng the domesbic s of all its

setions,

- sbtentions
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